
Tuesday 11/01/2022
Week 1

Visual Arts
Native American Blankets
Arts Standards & Common Core Connections

VA:Cr1.2.4a Collaboratively set goals and create artwork that is meaningful and has purpose to the makers.
VA:Cr2.1.4a Explore and invent art-making techniques and approaches.
VA:Cn10.1.4a Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.
VA:Cn11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding

Students will be able to...
• Construct a design using (colors and paper) inspired by Native American blanket designs
• Observe different patterns in Native American blanket designs
• Recognize different Native American Tribes and their traditions

Vocabulary
Pattern: a repeated decorative design

Design: an arrangement of lines or shapes created to form a pattern or decoration

Cultural tradition: the transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to generation, or the fact of being passed on this
way (carried down from ones culture)
Essential Question
Based on the patterns we reviewed, how did Native American Tribes use patterns to represent different things/meanings?

What are some cultural traditions that you learned from the different tribes?

How did Native Americans use blankets other than for warmth?

Lesson / Instruction / Narrative
Introduction:
Teacher: "Hello amazing artists!"
Students: "Hello amazing art teacher!"

Begin by having two students handout the sketchbooks/nametags if they have not done so already. Tell the students to
open their sketchbooks to the next blank page. Review rules and instructions for sketchbooks and receiving materials.
Tell the the sketch prompt of the day: "draw a tree or multiple trees with leaves falling."

While students are sketching, hand out watercolor pencils, a piece of watercolor paper, water cups, and paint brushes.
After supplies are handed out, tell the students to close their sketchbooks.
"Today we will be talking about different Native American tribes and their cultural traditions. Can anyone tell me or take a
guess at what 'cultural traditions' means?"
"There are many traditions that are still followed to this day, and today we are going to replicate one of them using our
own materials. I am going to read a book called 'Ten Little Rabbits," and even though it is a short book, I really want you
to be paying attention to the actions of the rabbits and the pictures. The pictures give a great visual on the different
patterns Native Americans used for weaving blankets. After I read the book, we are going to use the watercolor pencils
and paper to create our own patterns inspired by the ones Native Americans used for theirs. We are going to replicate the
patterns on our papers to make them look like the blankets they weaved."

Connect the document camera and display the book onto the screen for all of the students to see. Read the book "Ten
Little Rabbits," and allow students to identify the actions and routines that the rabbits are portraying. At the end of the
book, pause on the two pages that show different patterned blankets and explanations about different tribes and
traditions. Read the different descriptions and allow the students to refer back to these designs.
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"Now that we have read about a few different traditions of Native American tribes and viewed some of their patterns and
designs on blankets, we are going to create our own blankets."

Show the different repeating and most used patterns for students to choose to draw. Explain that they would use bright
colors on the blankets to incorporate symbolism as well as lines and shapes. The students may use their pencils to
practice their design, but then must use their watercolor pencils. Explain that they will color their designs first, and the dip
their paint brush in the water and pat most of it dry. Then, they will paint over their colors watching how their pencil marks
"magically turn to paint." Tell the students that we will clean up just how we did when we used watercolors last time;
soaking up the water with our paper towels.

Once there is about 5 minutes left of class, tell students it is time to clean up. Once all of the water is soaked up and paint
brushes are cleaned off, have one student collect cups and one student collect paint brushes. Tell the students you will
not be collecting the colored pencils, because they get to keep them!

Self-Assessment/ Reflection:
"Did you use the designs from the book as inspiration for your own blankets, or did you make up your own design?"

"What were some traditions of Native American tribes that you didn't know before today?"

"Have you seen any similar patterns for different items around New Mexico? Why do you think they are so popular in this
area of the United States?"

Closing:
"See you later, alligator"
"After a while, crocodile"

Formative Assessments
3 Things
List 3 Things that you understood about the lesson.
Direct Observation
Purposeful observation of an art performance task which can be documented by note taking, digital media, or checklists.
Kinesthetic Signals
Movement to signal understanding. Hand signals such a Thumbs-Up, Thumbs-Down; Point and Identify

Instructional Strategies
s Check for Understanding
s Expectations
s Share/discuss with a partner or table group

Materials / Resources / Technology
• "Ten Little Rabbits" book
• Watercolor pencils
• Watercolor paper
• Water cups
• Water jug
• Slides of different blanket patterns
• Document Camera
• Expectations poster

Differentiation / Modifications
*Paint brushes with larger handles for an easier grip
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